
 
Using Amara to Add Text to Videos 

 
 
Showing a video during a presentation is a great way to engage your audience.  However, it is 
important that everyone can access the content of your video.  Amara is a free web-based 
program that allows you to add text to a video. 
 

Website = amara.org  
 
When you go to Amara, you can create a free account or you can sign in with Google, Facebook, 
Twitter, etc.  I find it very easy to just log in with my Google account 
 
Adding text to videos takes a little practice but is so worth it to your audience!  Here are the 
steps to help you out… 
 
 

1. In the box under “Add a Video” copy and paste the link to the video you want to caption 
and then click the blue box marked “Subtitle” 
 

2.  Your video will show up in Amara.  Go to “Subtitle Me”  (Note: If the video already has 
captions than this choice will not show up and you will see “Add a language” instead) 
 

 
 

3. Select the language you will be using 
 

4. Start playing your video and typing in the box below your captions 



 
 

5. Use TAB to pause video and start playing it again while you type 
 

6. The wrench symbol allows you to access the timeline (and clear if you need to start 
over) In the timeline feature, use the down arrow to start the caption and the up arrow 
to stop the caption 

 
7. Be sure to save your captions and timeline 

 
8. Amara creates a new web address for your captioned video so be sure to copy and paste 

that link into your presentation 
 

9. Amara will not play captions in full screen mode so when showing the captioned video, 
you can hold down Control and + to make the display bigger on that particular link 
 
 
 
 


